
There are many untold stories of WWII, including 

of Japanese Americans and Aleutian natives.  

Were you surprised to find that the 6888th was 

real? Why do you think stories like this, or of the 

Navajo Code Talkers are not as commonly studied 

in school?  

Tali and Octavia know nothing of their grand-

mother’s history, and their parents seem to know 

little. Why do you think that might be? 

Women’s roles in 1940’s America changed as a 

result of WWII. How much change came to the 

roles of African American women in the 1940’s?  

Several incidents in the book taught Mare that 

the U.S. Army did not see African Americans as 

equal partners in the war. Discuss how a specific 

incident affected you. Do you believe that the 

6888th helped to secure a  “double victory” 

against fascism and racism? 

*What local incident happened in Contra Costa 

County in 1944 which changed Naval segregation 

practices? 

Many people describe Mare as “inspirational,” 

and the people of the WW II era as “the greatest 

generation.” Do you agree? How do you think 

Mare would define greatness?  

Mare uses informal African American Vernacular 

English (AAVE) at the start of the novel but works 

throughout her time as a WAC to learn Standard 

American English (SAE). Do you think this was 

necessary for her to become who she wanted to 

be? Why, or why not? 

After the war, when Mare went home, did you ex-

pect her to stay? Why, or why not?  

What were your feelings about Mare’s mother? In 

the end, do you believe she redeemed herself? 

What strengths did she give Mare? Does she de-

serve credit for shaping Mare into someone who 

could endure? 

If not for Mare’s choices, what do you believe 

would have become of Feen?  
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